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senate on the 5th of March, and later eleven articles of impeachment were presented to the senate sitting as a court. Chief-Justice Salmon P. Chase presided at the trial, and after having had the oath administered to him by Associate Justice Nelson, in turn administered it to the various senators. On the 6th of March an order was adopted directing Johnson to file an answer to the articles, returnable on the 13th instant. The president's counsel asked for forty days in which to prepare an answer, but this request was denied, and the senate decided upon the 30th instant as the time for the beginning of the trial.
On May 16th the first vote of the court was taken on the eleventh article, with the result of thirty-five for " guilty " and nineteen " not guilty.7' Ten days later, May 26th, a vote was taken upon the second and third articles, with the same result as on the eleventh article. A motion was then carried that the court adjourn sine die. Judgment of acquittal was then entered by the chief justice on the three articles voted upon. Johnson's escape was very narrow; a two-thirds majority was required to convict, and but one vote was wanting. Five republican senators had declined to vote with their party. Stanton resigned his position of secretary of war on the same day of the adjournment of the court.
In the presidential election of that year (1868) Johnson was an impossible candidate for either party. The republican nominating convention, meeting at Chicago, just four days after the failure of the impeachment proceedings, nominated General Grant for the presidency. The democrats nominated Horatio Seymour of New York. The reconstruction issue was squarely met. Three Southern states did not take part in the election, not having been reconstructed, and most of the rest were in possession1^ negro majorities. Two hundred and fourteen electoral votes were cast for Grant and eighty for Seymour. The aggregate popular majority of the republicans, however, was but a little more than 300,000 in a total vote of nearly 6,000,000.
March 4th, 1869, Johnson's tempestuous administration came to a close. It was "crowded with perplexities for the constitutional lawyer and the judicious historian alike/71 One event of considerable importance had marked the foreign relations of the government. On October 31st, 1861, a joint convention had been signed at London between England, France, and Spain. The object of this agreement was to send an expedition against Mexico, " to demand from the Mexican authorities more efficient protection for the persons and properties of their (the allied sovereigns7) subjects, as well as a fulfilment ^of the obligations contracted towards their majesties by the republic of Mexico." It was not long, however, before the designs of the French became apparent to the other allies and to the world. The emperor of the French "walked his own mid road, whither that led him/7 and established a sort of feudatory monarchy in Mexico, and persuaded the archduke Maximilian, brother of the emperor of Austria, to accept the throne. The archduke was a man of pure and noble character, but evidently wanting in strength of purpose.
The United States government protested against these high-handed doings of the French from the very first. But the emperor Napoleon, quite positive . that the United States were going to pieces and that he would have the Southern Confederacy as a friend and ally in his vast schemes, ignored these protests. After the tide turned, however, and the rebellion was at an end, the United States government demanded of Louis Napoleon the withdrawal of
1 Wilson, Division and Reunion, p. 272. the senate, and another committee of seven was appointed to prepare and report articles of impeachment. The trial was begun in the
